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HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT  Tuesday,  May  10,  I93S 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "QUESTIONS  AND  ANSWERS. 11     Information  from  tlio  Bureau  of  Plant  Indus- 
try, United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Home  gardeners'  questions  take  first  place  on  the  program  today.  The 
week's  mailbag  has  brought  in  an  extra-large  crop  of  gardening  questions  and 
your  Aunt  Sammy  will  have  to  talk  fast  today  to  get  in  all  the  answers. 

First,  to  answer  those  listeners  who  have  inquired  about  growing  tomatoes 
in  a  small  garden  —  growing  tomatoes  just  for  the  family.     This  is  a  good  ques- 
tion to  start  off  on  because  tomatoes  deserve  a  place  in  every  family  garden. 
As  most  housewives  nowadays  know,  tomatoes  are  one  of  the  richest  sources  of 
that  illusive  vitamin  C  and  they  add  both  color  and  appetizing  flavor  to  almost 
any  meal.    What's  more,  they  are  the  easiest  of  all  vegetables  to  can.     So  the 
well-balanced  food  budget  and  the  well-planned  canning  budget  both  allow  for 
plenty  of  tomatoes. 

But  to  get  back  to  tomatoes  in  the  garden.     In  general,  the  chief  points 
to  remember  are  that  tomatoes  need  warm  weather  and  fertile,  well-drained  soil. 
In  the  far  South  gardeners  grow  tomatoes  in  winter  rather  than  in  the  dry,  very 
hot  summertime.    But  over  most  of  the  upper  South  and  North  the  tomato  is  suited 
to  spring,  summer  and  autumn  growing.    Of  course,   in  the  more  northern  States 
where  frosts  come  late  in  the  spring  and  early  in  the  fall,  gardeners  must  start 
tomatoes  indoors  in  the  spring  to  give  them  a  long  enough  growing  season. 

Before  getting  out  tomato  plants,  prepare  the  soil  with  a  generous  lot 
of  well-rotted  manure  or  commercial  fertilizer.    After  all  danger  of  frost  is 
past,  set  out  the  plants.     To  save  room  in  a  small  garden,   set  the  early  tomatoes 
2  to  3  feet  apart  and  keep  them  tied  to  stakes.     The  vines  arc  frequently  pruned 
to  a  single  stem.     The  late  or  main  crop  tomatoes  you  can  plant  in  rows  — 
4  feet  between  rows  and  3  feet  between  plants. 

More  exact  information  on  growing  tomatoes  in  your  particular  soil  and 
climate  you  can  get  from  the  agricultural  agent  in  your  county  or  from  garden 
specialists  at  your  State  college.     These  men,  you  see,  know  the  problems  of 
your  particular  locality  so  can  give  you  special  advice. 

Here's  another  gardener's  tomato  question:  "Please  tell  me  what  this 
disease  known  as  wilt  is  and  how  I  can  prevent  it  from  ruining  all  my  tomato 
vines  as  it  did  last  year." 
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Answer:     The  widespread  and  serious  tomato  disease  knovm  as  wilt  is  caused 
by  a  fungous  that  lives  in  the  soil  and  is  also  carried  in  the  seed.     It  enters 
the  roots  from  infested  soil,  grows  into  the  water  vessels,  and  produces  an  up- 
ward curling  of  the  leaves  followed  by  gradual  yellowing,  wilting  and  death  of 
the  affected  plants.     The  way  to  prevent  wilt  is  to  use  clean  new  soil  for  grow- 
ing the  plants,  and  to  plant  only  varieties  that  are  resistant  to  wilt  — 
varieties  like  Mar globe  or  Pritchard. 

Another  listener  asks  about  insect  pests  of  tomatoes. 

Answer:     Three  kinds  of  insects  attack  tomatoes  —  the  tomato  hornworm, 
the  tomato  fruit  worm,  and  the  flea  beetle.     The  hornworm  is  a  very  largo  green 
worm  that  feeds  on  both  tomato  and  tobacco  plants.    A  large  hornworm  can  strip 
a  tomato  plant  of  all  its  leaves  in  2  or  3  nights  —  leave  nothing  except  the 
stems  of  the  plant.     Hand  picking  is  the  best  way  to  get  rid  of  these  worms  in 
the  home  garden.     The  worms  are  about  the  color  of  the  tomato  vines  and  very 
hard  to  see,  so  after  the  first  sign  of  damage,   examine  the  vines  carefully  every 
day. 

Now  about  the  tomato  fruit  worm.    This  is  also  called  the  corn  ear  worm. 
It  eats  into  the  ripening  tomatoes  or  the  tip  of  the  oar  of  corn.    You  can  con- 
trol this  insect  by  spraying  with  calcium  arsenate  or  paris  green.     But  never 
spray  the  fruits  after  they  become  half  grown.    And  remember  that  all  tomatoes 
from  sprayed  vines  should  be  washed  and  wiped  thoroughly  before  they  are  used. 

As  for  the  flea  beetle,  often  called  the  potato  flea  beetle,  this  pest  is 
especially  troublesome  on  young  tomato  plants.     One  good  way  to  control  it  is  to 
dip  the  plants  in  a  solution  of  3  ounces  of  calcium  arsenate  in  1  gallon  of  water 
before  you  set  them  out.    Or  you  can  spray  the  plants  thoroughly  with  bordeaux 
mixture,  which,  repells  the  insects. 

Once  again,  your  county  agent  or  your  State  college  can  give  you  partic- 
ulars about  insects  and  diseases  of  tomatoes  or  other  garden  vegetables.  Most 
State  colleges  publish  free  bulletins  on  vegetable  growing  and  they  deserve  a 
place  in  the  gardener's  library.     Of  course,  you  are  also  welcome  to  Department 
of  Agriculture  bulletins  on  gardening.     If  you  have  a  half-acre  plot  to  raise 
vegetables  for  the  family,  you  may  want  Farmers'  Bulletin  Ho.  17^-6 ,  called 
"Subsistence  Farm  Gardens." 

But  city  listeners  who  have  gardens  in  the  backyard  or  on  vacant  lots 
in  town  will  find  another  bulletin  more  helpful.     This  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  10M+, 
called  "The  City  Home  Garden." 

As  long  as  the  free  supply  lasts,  you  arc  welcome  to  either  17^-b  or  lOMl. 
All  you  have  to  do  is  to  drop  a  postal  with  your  name  and  address  and  the  name 
and  number  of  the  bulletin  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
Once  again  —  "Subsistence  Farm  Gardens,"  Ho.  for  the  gardener  who  wants 

to  know  about  vegetables  and  fruits  for  an  all-around  half -acre  family  garden; 
and  "The  City  Home  Garden",  Ho.  10~M  for  the  family  garden  in  town. 

More  questions  next  Tuesday. 
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